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powers than man's, such as longevity, unfading beauty, and
freedom from pain, except at the last when they are about to
cease from being gods and turn into something lower; for then
their charms begin to wither and their fragrance turns to
stench so foul, that their goddess-wives flee from their presence,
Having set their minds on nothing but pleasure, and felt no in-
centive to listen to the Doctrine, their end is a miserable one,
When they suddenly become aware of this, it is too late. Con-
fused by the Ignorance which they have done nothing to
diminish, they flounder helplessly and fall even into hell,
"Many long-lived gods are fools," said a lama to me. One
cannot help comparing this with Paradise Lost, where Milton
makes Lucifer, after his fall, deteriorate by imperceptible degrees
from a hero, still endowed with personal beauty, a noble
address, and several of the conditional virtues such as courage,
until he turns into Satan, repulsive, crafty, wholly evil. These
changes are not punishments imposed on him by a sentence of
the Divine Judge, so much as self-imposed consequences, fruits
of his own wrong-headedness or, as the Buddhist would 'say, of
his own Ignorance.

It would have saved some confusion if we could have called
these gods " supermen " or " angels " or some such name.
Technically speaking, they should have their full denomination
of" Gods of the Round " (to worship whom is idolatry), to dis-.
tinguish them from true Divinities, those who are free of the
Round, Buddhas and high degrees on the road to Buddhahood.
In common speech Tibetans employ the same word Hla'to
denote both kinds, leaving the context to explain itself.

Non-gods are another sort of supermen, more powerful than
ourselves, but portrayed as warlike and ambitious, discontented
with their many advantages because they envy the superior
felicity of the gods. Titans is a good name for them.

Next comes mankind, occupying but a small number of places
among the innumerable existences of the Round. Man, though
he possesses no privilege over the others, is naturally of special
interest to us as men. Likewise a cockroach, in drawing the
Round, would doubtless have created a special class for cock-
roaches, probably including man in one of the other sections.
Man is spoken of as an enviable state, and many are those whose
aspirations do not go beyond a hope of rebirth in the world of
men, It is claimed that man's life is, on the whole, a fairly